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Looking forward to a beautiful spring at PAMS!   

 
New at Phoenixville Area Middle School   

 

Upcoming Events 
Check out these events coming up in the next few months! 

  February   
 
  22: NJHS Induction  
 
  
  March  
 
  9 – 11: Spring Spectacular: The Little 

Mermaid Jr. 
 
  17: Half Day for Students 
 
  24: Music in our Schools Concert (in the 

PAHS Auditorium)  
 
  31: End of Marking Period 3  
 
  April  
 
  3 – 7: Spring Break  

April (continued) 
 
21: Half Day for Students, Picture Day  
 
27: Talent Show in the PAMS Auditorium 
 
 

May 

5: District Wide Special Olympics 

16: No School for Students 

18: Spring Orchestra Concert 

25: Spring Arts Festival and Choral Concert 

29: No School for Students 

31: Elementary Crossover Orchestra and Band 
Concert  

 

 

  
#PASD you belong here 

 

 

PAMS Expressions Contest 
Entries due by March 3rd 

Buy Tickets for the 
Spring Spectacular! 
  

Word-Number Equations 
Can you solve these puzzles? 

Submit to your work to your ELA or Writing 
teacher. 

 

Tickets are available now for the  
The Little Mermaid Jr! Visit the 

PAMS website to reserve your seats! 
 

Each number matches up with common 
knowledge or well-known information. Can 

you guess what each letter represents? 
(Answers on page 3) 

Phoenixville Area Social Concerns Committee 
announces the annual Rev. Dr. Martin L. King Jr. 
expression contest. Create a poem, song, essay, 
artwork, video, or any other media!   
 

Theme: I Belong and Here’s Why; You Belong and 
Here’s Why 

Digital viewers can purchase tickets 
using the link below! 

 
https://www.showtix4u.com/events/p

ams 

 
Example: 26 = L. in the A. 

(26 = Letters in the Alphabet) 
 

12 = M. in a Y. 
24 = H. in a D.  

90 = D. in a R. A. 
9 = P. in the S. S.  
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Milo Agostini, Kaleb Cook, Anna Leidy, and Kaylee Adams 
 

(Student) Teacher Spotlight: Meet Ms. Harpel 
An outside perspective about what makes PAMS great! 

Have you met the new 7th grade ELA 
(English Language Arts) student 
teacher? Ms. Harpel joined Ms. 
McCarthy and the PAMS community in 
January for a spring of student teaching! 
We asked her a few questions to learn 
more about how she feels about her 
time here so far!  

Q: What made you choose teaching? 

A: In my freshman year of high school, 
I did my community service graduation 
project with my old Kindergarten 
teacher. That’s when I fell in love with 
being in the classroom!  

Q: Did you pick ELA? Did you pick 7th 
grade? 

A: I did pick language arts. My certification will 
be 7th – 12th grade, so I was placed here at 
Phoenixville Area Middle School.  

Q: What’s your favorite book, author, and 
genre? 

A: My favorite book is We Were Liars by E 
Lockheart. My favorite author is Olivia 
Gatwood. My favorite genre to read is thriller. 

Q: What do you like most about being at 
PAMS? 

A: I love coming in everyday, seeing my 
students, and building relationships with them.  

Q: What is the biggest challenge you’ve had so 
far?  

A: My 45-minute commute! I had to create a 
new routine for myself. 

Q: What grade do you want to teach after you 
graduate, if you could pick? 

A: I would say 9th or 10th grade.  

Thank you for answering our questions! We 
hope you have a good time teaching. Best of 
luck!  

 

Ms. Harpel graduates from West Chester 
University this May! 

   

 

By: Ryan Sullivan 
 

Riddles 

Have fun solving! 
 

Easy 
 

I cannot be seen and the strongest 
man in the world cannot hold me for 

too long. What am I? 
 

Hard 
 

I go to a tree one day, the next I leave 
a few dents. What am I? 

 
Ballistic 

 
I may seem small, but underneath I 

am large. 
 

The “this will make you rage” Riddle  
 

I have sound but I cannot speak. I 
used to be in one place, but now I 

follow you everywhere. What am I? 
 

 

This delicous recipe comes from Allrecipes! This and the galette recipe from 
issue #1 are only a small sample of the recipes they have.  

Anna Leidy    
 

DIY: Hot Chocolate    
An easily modifiable recipe that can be made for anything.  

Ingredients:  
 
 6 tbsp. white sugar  
 3 tbsp. unsweetened cocoa 

powder  
 Salt to taste  
 3 tbsp water  
 1 ¾ cups milk  
 3/8 vanilla extract  

 
Makes 2 large servings.  

1. Boil the water and set aside. 
2. Mix sugar, salt, and cocoa powder 

together in a medium pot. You can 
prepare this in advance. Add water 
and stir until smooth. 

3. Pour in milk and heat until hot but 
not boiling. Remove from heat and 
add vanilla and anything else you 
want to add. 

4. Pour into cups and add cream if 
needed.  

Riddle Answers on page 3 
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BPT Extravaganza and 
January Results 
Sophia Medina  
 

 

  
Keep RISING up to bring your House to 

the top! 
 
 
 

House Gotham is in first with 310 
points.  

 

House Atlantis is in second with 
126 points.  

 

House Vision is in third with 122 
points.  

 
 

As a PAMS community we 
collected: 

 
• 1700 Food items, 
• 17 whole turkeys, 
• 25 Giant gift cards, and  
• $500 for families in need! 

 
Great work helping to  

support our PAMS Family! 
 

See page 6 for the January and 
February combined totals! 

Jake Sullivan and Katelyn Reiner 
 

Riddle Answers 

How many did you get right? 
 

• Easy: Breath 
• Hard: A woodpecker 
• Ballistic: An Iceberg 
• Rage: A phone 

Word-Number Equation Answers 

• 12 = Months in a Year 
• 24 = Hours in a Day 
• 90 = Degrees in a Right Angle 
• 9 = Planets in the Solar System 
 
 

 

January House Points 

The BPT Holiday Extravaganza was an 
assembly about the houses and the 
winning of the penny wars and food 
drive. Kids also went up on stage to play 
a Plinko board game and win prizes for 
their house and themselves. Also, they 
announced that the house who won the 
penny wars was Vibranium. Fantastic 
job Vibranium! 

  
 

 

Picture courtesy of Mr. Walsh    

 

Congratulations to Inter County Band!  
 

  

The Phoenixville Band students (7th grade and 9th 
grade) performed in the 67th annual Inter County 
Band at Arcola Intermediate School on Saturday, 
January 21, 2023.  They performed with students 

from ten other, local school districts. 

7th Grade Students 

Oscar F.                    Clarinet 1 
Samuel J.                  Clarinet 2 
Quinn D.                  Horn 1 
Ella P.                         Horn 2 
Thomas W.              Trombone  
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A look back at our Holiday BPT Extravaganza! Thank you for everyone for helping to put together an amazing show.    

Tackling TechPacks  
Administration’s Views on How TechPacks Help Our School   

 
Kaylee Adams and Sophia 

Medina  

This article is a follow-up to the 
article: Trouble with TechPacks: An 
opinion piece. This is the other side 
of the story written by Kaylee Adams 
and Sophia Medina. Mr. McCord 
was nice enough to let us interview 
him, so let's get on with the results!  

Q: Do you plan to keep the TechPacks for long-term?  

A: There is no plan right now to return to large bookbags.   

Q: What improvements have you seen from the switch?  
  
A: We’ve seen safer conditions for the school.  

Q: Why did you switch from backpacks to TechPacks?  
  
A: You must go back even further with the backpacks, 
because before covid, kids were not allowed to have 
backpacks. So, by allowing TechPacks, we’ve made it 
more convenient for the students. But imagine the flow of 
traffic in the hallways – as you already know is a lot—
having the huge backpacks on their backs! Imagine the 
classrooms with all those backpacks near the desks, the 
cafeteria even!  
  
Q: Do you think it was worth the cost of switching from 
backpacks to TechPacks?  
  
A: Yeah, 100%! It was worth it for the students to be 
provided with a TechPack from the school at the beginning 
of the year.  
  
Q: Has the switch been effective? Did it work the way you 
thought it would?  
  
A: Yes, overall, it has been effective.  

“TechPacks help create safer 
conditions for the school.” 

   
- Mr. McCord 

 
Q: Anything you want the readers to know?   

A: We’ve seen less crowded hallways. We’ve seen more 
students getting to class on-time, and more room on the 
cafeteria floor, also cleaner hallways. Thank you to the 
students for helping with that! 
  

 

Overall, after interviewing Mr. McCord, it has 
been very clear that there are no plans to return 

to large backpacks. We should welcome the 
TechPacks throughout the school!  
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A behind-the-scenes look at the upcoming greatest PAMS hit! 

Spring Spectacular: A Spectacular Cast 
Interviews with the Cast and Crew!   

 
By Chloe Caltagirone 

The musical is a fun time of year for 
our actors who work hard behind 
the scenes to put on amazing shows 
for the PAMS community. Here’s 
an inside scoop of how these hard-
working actors felt when they found 
out they got their roles!  

Auditions can be rough because you never know what the 
directors are looking for. It can be scary. We asked our 
leads how they felt at auditions: 

 “The auditions made me a little nervous because I 
didn’t really know how I did. The callbacks were a 
lot better because it was reassuring to have other 
people I knew there.” - Evan C.  

 “I really liked it, because it was the role I went out for, 
and I think it’s going to be a lot of fun.” - Evan C., 
playing the role of Scuttle 
 

 “I’m actually very happy on getting the role of Ursula; 
knowing how important the character is to the story of 
The Little Mermaid, I know it’s a character I am going 
to really enjoy playing! I feel very privileged to have 
been chosen for the role and cannot wait for everyone 
to see this iconic character on the stage.” - Ashley P., 
playing the role of Ursula 

 
 “It didn’t hit me that I got the role until a few minutes 

after and then I was super happy.” - Kaitlyn R., playing 
the role of Ariel 

 
 “I was definitely excited, and it’s a great feeling knowing 

that you have a good role and no longer have to wonder 
about what you might get and what you might not.” -
Aidan C., playing the role of King Triton.  

 
 “I was ecstatic!” - Clara H., playing the role of Flounder    

“Auditions are always something that most people 
are going to be nervous for… Both the directors 
and student directors do a wonderful job of 
making you feel comfortable.” 

 
- Ashley P., playing Ursula 

 “Auditions are always something that most people (if 
not everyone) are going to be nervous for before 
getting to your actual audition; and I’m one of those 
people! In my opinion, thinking in the moment of 
auditioning is very freeing and allows you to really 
showcase what you really have to offer to the show. 
Both the directors and student directors do a 
wonderful job of making you feel comfortable, and 
I think that’s very important!”  
- Ashley P.    

 
Continued on page 6 
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Spring Spectacular: A Spectacular Cast (continued) 

Interviews with the Cast and Crew!   
We also asked our beloved 8th graders 
who will graduate this year, what their 
thoughts are on their last show. 

 “I’m actually very sad to be leaving and 
have no more shows. The cast and 
directors of every show have always 
been so kind and supportive, and I’m 
very grateful for the experience I got 
from these shows and these actors and 
actresses. I plan to student direct until 
I graduate from high school because I 
absolutely love this community!” -
London S. 
 

 “I feel pretty sad that it’s my last 
because I have had a good experience 
with all the shows that have been 
provided the last 2 years, and 
hopefully this one will be the best.” -
Weston G. 

 “These last 3 years haven’t been the 
most normal obviously, but I am so 
glad I could find something that I 
loved doing in school as well as in 
general. From playing Miss Hannigan 
last year to now playing Ursula this 
year, I can tell you that I’ll never 
forget this experience. I’m really 
happy I was able to be a part of such 
a wonderful community, but this isn’t 
the end! I know there are even greater 
things to come. Being in shows has 
taught me numerous things, and I 
cannot be more thankful for what I’ve 
been taught. It’s very sad to think that 
we’re nearing the end, but I cannot be 
more excited for my last show!” - 
Ashley P. 
 

 “I’m glad that my friends are doing 
my last show with me, so that it 
makes it more special. My goal in 
high school is to continue doing the 
musicals.” -Kaitlyn R. 

 “I am quite sad about this being my last 
show, but it looks to be turning into a great 
sendoff, not just for me but lots of the 8th 
grade. Overall, I will miss it, but it was a 
great time while it lasted.” -Aidan C. 

We will miss our eighth graders dearly and 
welcome our new 6th grade theatre kids to 
our shows. This year’s show will be very fun, 
and our actors are very excited to bring to 
you our production of the Little Mermaid. 

 

 Article by Chloe Caltagirone 

 
   

 

Thank you to the Newspaper Club 
team for making this issue possible! 

 

Chloe Caltagirone 
Sophia Medina 
Kaylee Adams 

Anna Leidy 
Aviyah Valoor 
Ryan Sullivan 

Alexis Stimmel 
Katelyn Reiner 
Milo Agostini 
Kaleb Cook 

Kensie Paramanandam 

 

If you are interested in joining, please 
stop by room 318 to get a permission 

form! 

 

 

January and Feburary Combined House Standings 

February is almost over – 
Earn those Phantom Phunds 
for your House now! 

January and February are combined 
for House points and rewards. 

 
House Gotham has a small lead over 
Houses Krypton and Guardian. In a 
race this tight, every point matters! 

There are only a few days left to earn 
points for your House to win.  

 
Earn points for your house by: 

 Following the RISE matrix in 
class and around the school 

 Spending Phantom Phunds 
at the school stores and sales 

 Participating in House 
Activities and competitions 

 Completing Exact Path 
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